by L. de Pippo

Appearance

Penned long ago in aforgotten world this book is as dangerous as The Gathering Cloth, in its
own subtle way. The book is 50 cm high and 30 cm wide and 5 cm thick. There are more than
800 pages but the book always keeps the same thickness.

No designs appear on its covers, which are made of pine wood, and only the sigil of Shalaktor is
on them. When magic is detected the book radiates a strong aura of abjuration. Nothing on it
gives a clue about its dark nature. When the book is opened afluid script revedls its secrets.

History

Shalaktor was the greatest wizard that his world have ever known. He researched hundred of
spells and improved existing ones. But he was only amortal and mortal people die. So in the end
he turned to the black arts of necromancy, for he was afraid of death. The Banished One, a
powerful god? of hisworld appeared in dreams to him and promised not to let death take him.
But he would have to create new and improved soldiers for his armies and set the instructionsin
a book so anybody could do it. Nearing death Shal aktor accepted.

The Banished One was true to hisword and he didn’tdie of old age. After 20 years of hard work
Shalaktor completed his book, and presented it to the god. Inside the book where the ritualsto
make the first iron, wizard and death skeletons.

But the Banished One wanted proof that the book worked and used the ritual contained in the
book, to turn Shalaktor into the first death skeleton. Before the transformation was compl eted
Shalaktor asked why, and the Banished One simply replied "l am the destroyer of your world,
and you will be the first of my new army, go and spread my word".

Shalaktor took the book, and the mists took him, he appeared in Darkon and tried to conquer it.
At the same time the Dark Powers took the Banished One and granted him the domain of
Neverending Darkness.

Shalaktor tried to conquer Darkon and was quickly destroyed by Azalin, who took the book.
Because the lich could not understand it, due to his curse, he put it in the Black Vault where it
laid for many years, until Rudolph Van Ritchen came. A wizard companion of him took the book
and fell for the dark promise of power. After he created numerous iron skeletons and attempted a
coup in alittle Falkovnian town. Drakov sent an army and he too fell to the Falkovnian soldiers.
After the battle one of the commanders took the book and sold it in Hazlan to a Guardian wizard.
After falling to its curse the Guardians destroyed him and they kept the book until Hazlik
destroyed their monastery two years ago. A little dark figure was last seen escaping from the
flames with the book. The book currents whereabouts are unknown.






